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Exhibit Highlights WWII State Agricultural
Labor Crisis and Its Solution: POW Labor
by Bob Hart. Curator of Interpretation.
New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum
During Wo rld War II American farme rs
and ranchers were faced with an
agricu ltural labor shortage because
people had joined the armed for ces or
taken higher-paying jobs in cities.
Under th e Emergency Farm Labor
Program. county extension agents
placed la bo re rs with farmers and
ranchers needing help. In New Mexico
over 70% of the placements were Italian
and German prisoners of war (POWs)
removed from battlefronts overseas.
"To Get th e Job Do ne": Bmploytng
Prisoners of War in New Mexico
Agriculture tells this story for the first
time .
The story is told by the people who
were there. Oral history audio excerpts
and written accounts are presented in a
series of backdrops supplemented by
period documents. photographs. and
artifacts. Related topics such as the
terms of the Geneva Convention. other
emergency labor programs. Japanese
American internment. Italy chanqinc
sides. German internees at Ft. Stanton.
POW escapes. and postwar contacts are
briefly explored.
Artifacts include barbed wire from
the Italian camp at Hereford. Texas; a
searchlight from Camp Lordsburg. an
Italian Service Unit patch. a POW
textbook on American government.
and graffitied boards from Camp
Lo rdsb u rg's
barracks.
A
Iarqe
photomural shows a truckload of
German POWs on their way to or from
a farm detail. as well as th eir American
driver. ~uard. and interpreter.
In 1995 Museum staff became
interested in explorlnq the topic of the
World War II-era employment of
prisoners of war (POWs) in New Mexico
aqrtculture . The first interview was
conducted with a former county aSJent
in December 1996 . In September 1999
two former German POWs visited Las
Cruces and were interviewed. After
obtatninq grant funding in 2000 .
inrerviewinq intensified. By the fall of
2001 . 96
individuals had been
interviewed. answered questionnaires.
or provided other information for the
project. In addition. interviews were
obtained from collections/archives in
New Mexico and West Texas.
The Museum contacted about 30
archives and museums ranSJing from
New Mexico and West Texas to the
National Archives in Colleqe Park.
Maryland ; and as far away as the
International Red Cross headquarters in
Geneva. Switzerland More than a dozen

state newspapers were examined for
mention of the POWs and their work in
New Mexico aSJriculture. Altogether, the
project collected about 10.000 pages of
photocopies of documents and
photoqraphs-enouqh material to fill a
file cabinet.
POW camps. ranSJinSJ in size from 50
to over 4,000 , were orqanized
throughout the state between 1943 and
1946.
They were concentrated in
agricultural areas where the help was
needed most -alonq the Pecos and Rio
Grande valleys-working at such tasks as
cleaning irriqation ditches. baling hay,
and harvesting cotton and other crops.
At the peak of the proqrarn 11,431
POWs were held in 20 camps in New
Mexico.
Three conclusions were drawn from
th e exhibit research:
a . The reliance on POW labor in NM
aSJriculture during World War
II was a significant story;
b. Application of the employment rules
and policies varied Widely from camp
to camp; some camps were strict and
some were lax in enforcement;
c. NM farmers and ranchers look back
on
their
experience
in
an
overwhelmingly positive manner.
When "nonfraternizatlon" rules got in
the way. they sometimes iSJnored the
rules in order to SJet the job done.
This multi-year exhibit project was
made possible by grant funding
throuqh the New Mexico Endowment
for the Humanities. Historical Society of
New Mexico. Dona Ana County
Historical Society, and the New Mexico
Farm & Ranch Heritaqe Foundation. For
the exhibit opening, the Museum
received financial assistance from the
Friedrich Ebert Foundation. who
arranqed to provide Dr. RuediSJer
Overmans. a senior research fellow at
the German Military History Institute.
as the keynote speaker. Dr. Overmans is
Germany's top authority on World War
II POWs and provided a different and
useful perspective for viewing the
German and Italian POW experience in
New Mexico.
The exhibit will be on display at the
New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage
Museum in Las Cruces through July 7,
after which it will travel. Institutions
and organizations interested in hosting
the exhibit should contact museum
registrar Lisa Pugh at (505) 522-4100 or
lpugh@frh .state.nm.us.

2002 New Mexico - Arizona Joint History Conference
and Convention set for Apri111 -14 at Las Cruces Hilton
by Robert J. Torrez
A full schedule of papers and
presentations begins Friday morning
with five sessions ranging from Spanish
Colonial Borderlands to mining to
women's
history sites. Sessions
continue all day until 4:15 PM The
Arizona Historical Society "AI Merito"
luncheon at the Hilton Ballroom
provides a break at noon . Friday
evenlnq activities will be held at the
nearby New Mexico Farm and Ranch
Heritaqe Museum. which will host the
Historical Society of New Mexico book
auction at 5:00 PM and dinner at 7:00
PM.

St. Genevive Catholic Church
Las Cruces. New Mexico. demolished.
Photo courtesy Rio Grande Historical
CoIIections. NMSU. photo circa 1900

The Historical Society of New Mexico
and Arizona Historical Society Joint
Annual Conference and Convention for
2002 is scheduled for Thursday. April 11
through Sunday, April 14 at Las Cruces.
The Las Cruces Hilton will serve as this
year's conference hotel. The 2002
conference and convention boasts one
of the busiest and most excittnq
schedules in recent history. Thirty
sessions will provide attendees the
opportunity and challenge to choose
from more than eiSJhty topics on Friday
and Saturday. Six formal and self
SJuided tours of Las Cruces/El Paso sites
are also scheduled for Saturday
afternoon and all day Sunday.
Scheduled activities open Thursday
afternoon with the Historical Society of
New Mexico Board of Directors meeting
scheduled at 2:00 P M. Thursday's
activities will be hi~hlighted by the
keynote address Ieaturlnq renown
Borderlands scholar Dr. Oscar Martinez
at 7 :30 P M. Dr. Martinez who will speak
on "The U. S. -Mexico Borderlands:
From Alienation to Inteqration ." A
dessert reception co -hosted by the
Dona Ana County Historical Society
will follow Dr. Martinez address.

Book exhibitors are one of the most
popular features of the annual
conference and convention. Every
year. regional presses and book dealers
provide attendees the opportunity to
browse through a wide variety of new.
used. and rare publications. Exhibitors
will be open for business throughout
the conference. Come prepared to find
that special book you have been
100kinSJ for all year.
The conference and convention will
resume Saturday morning with a
breakfast for the Historical Society of
New Mexico Annual Meetinq at 7:00 AM .
A full schedule of sessions and
afternoon tours continues throughout
the day. Conference activities for the
day conclude with the annual
reception at 6:00 PM and Joint Awards
banquet at 7:00 PM.
Two special tours of Mesilla Valley sites
and El Paso area missions are
scheduled for Sunday. April 14. Preregistration is required due to space
limitations.
The

conference

and

convention

prooram and registration forms have
been mailed to all HSNM and AHS
members. The program and registration
forms are also available electronically
at www.arizonahistory.orq. The Las
Cruces
Hilton
conference
and
convention rate is $71.00 plus taxes for
a sinqle or double until April 1,2002.
Call (505) 522-4300 for reservations.

•••

Capital Punishment
in New Mexico: An Update
by Robert 1. Torrez

Employing German & Italian Prisoners of War in New Mexico
Agriculture During World War II.

A new chapter in the history of
capital punishment in New Mexico
unfolded shortly after the article on the
subject was published in the November
2002 issue of La Cronica de Nuevo
Mexico . Terry Clark was executed by
lethal intravenous injection at the state
penitentiary the evening of November
6. 2000. literally hours after La Cronica
had SJone to press. It was New Mexico's

first execution since David Cooper
Nelson died in the gas chamber in 1960.
Lethal injection as the means of
legal execution was instituted in New
Mexico in 1979 , but Clarb was the first to
be executed in the state by this method.
Three other men are currently
imprisoned in New Mexico under
sentence of death . Ail three are awaitinq
the outcome of various appeals.
RIT

Pho co co urtesy of Farm & Ranch Hettteqe M useum . Las Cruces. New Mexico

Mark Your Calender Now: Historical Society Annual Conference, Apri111-13 , 2002, Hilton Hotel, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Retrograde Franciscans in New Mexico (1625-1652)
by Paul Kraemer
The Franciscan order is almost 800
years old. In the entire history of the
Order, their efforts in seventeenth
century New Mexico are historically
unique. Never before nor since has the
Order enjoyed such a complete
monopoly of their own brand of
Christianity.
And after a brillant
beqtnntnq, never before or since has the
Order suffered such a definitive
repudiation and slaughter of its ministers
as occured at the end of the century.
While the causes of the Pueblo Revolt are
complex, most historians concur that the
revolt was basically a religious one. As
Marc Simmons put it, "the underlyinq
cause can be found in the religious
attitudes brought to New Mexico by the
Franciscans and colonists." However, as
Simmons also pointed out, problems did
not really become evident until about
1650, that is, after about half a century of
almost spectactular success.' Did the
religious attitudes of the Franciscans then
change or what? James E. Ivey's work
on the Franciscan tolerance of Rivas

the jurisdiction of the Holy Gospel
Province headquartered in Mexico City.
By 1630 they had established missions
and churches in some 30 pueblos." They
had recently received a new contingent
of 30 friars and were soon budgeted for
a total of 66 frtars. " Their famous
publicist. Fray Alonso Benavides, who
served as their custodian from 16261629, made their efforts famous
throuqhout the Catholic world ." It
seemed that they were poised to achieve
even more challenqinq conversions.
Their outreach proqram was basically
inspired by Benavides and continued by
the next custodian, Fray Estevan Perea.
The program was extremely ambitious
and involved a very large area that was
about 600 miles wide. The program was
directed to the numerous non-Pueblo
native American g-roups that had been
skipped when the Franciscans came to
the lands of the Pueblo Indians. The
overall scope and timinq of the effort
including- deep penetration into Texas
and Sonora, have been larg-ely ignored
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Tribal groups targeted by the retrograde Franciscans.

being built in the church conventos after
1620, and the subsequent back-filling of
these kivas after 1640 appears to be a
clear demonstration of change in the
religious attitudes of the Franciscans
durinq the early pre-revolt period.' The
focus of the present paper concerns
another aspect of the Franciscan
attitudes durtnq this early period. We
call thts aspect the retrograde
Franciscans because a small group of
friars did Inovatrce outreach programs
toward the south instead of continuing
the ~enerally northward movement of
the frontier of New Spain.
The Onate expedition into New
Mexico in 1598 crossed the frontier of the
middle corridor
near Santa Barbara
and the settlement of New Mexico left an
uncontrolled gap of some 800 miles. '
The gap was not only a military and
governmental one but also reflected
Franciscan organization. In 1604, all of
the northern frontier except New Mexico
came under the jurisdiction of the
independent Franciscan Province of
Zacatecas.' These friars of the Zacatecas
Province were relatively few in number
and they could make little prog-ress in
filling- the g-ap.6 By 1630 the frontier of
New Spain had only advanced a few
miles, to be stalled at Parral.' By contrast.
the friars of New Mexico remained under

2

5. Ancient pass at
Puerto de las Carretas

in our history books.
Figure 1
illustrates the known
locations of the tarceted groups during
the early 17th century. The Jumano
Indians were perhaps the first of the nonPueblo g-roups to attract the serious
attention of the friars. As early as 1613
when Fray
Juan Salas founded the
mission at Isleta Pueblo, larg-e groups of
Jumano Indians would come every
summer to trade. Salas was able to
develop firm rapport with these nomadic
traders and they invited him to come
with other friars to their homeland which
was in what is now central Texas. " At
that time there were too few friars
available for such a venture. Later
Benavides as custodian took a personal
interest in converting the Piro and
Tompiro Pueblos south and east of Isleta .
At the Tompiro Pueblo now known
commonly as Gran Quivere, he found
many Jumanos liVing adjacent to the
Pueblo people. Toqether with another
friar, Father Francisco Letrado, he
established the mission of San Isidro ,
and named the double community
Pueblo de las Jumanas." By that time
more friars were available, and in 1629,
Benavides dispatched Father Juan Salas
and another friar, Diego Lopez to
accompany some Jumano Indians on an
evang-elical mission to the Jumano

homeland in the plains of central Texas. "
Various Jumano locations have been
postulated as home base for these
itinerant traders in this time period. " The
destination of the Salas expedition was
probably near the Rio Nueces in north
central Texas. While the entrada
produced only ambiqious converts it
yielded the famous story of the
miraculous
"Lady in Blue" who
wandered among the Indians preaching
to them in their own Ianquaoes." Further
efforts to convert the Jumanos of Texas
were made in 1632. when two friars,
Pedro Ortega and Ascencion Zarate
penetrated even further into Central
Texas. 200 leagues from Santa Fe.16 After
this . however, Jumano attitudes toward
Franciscans became unfriendly and the
Jumanos refused to return to the mission
at San Isidro. Interestingly, commercial
relations with the Spanish colonists of
New Mexico continued and even
expanded for many years after 1632.17
During his four years in New Mexico ,
Benavides demostrated a great interest in
the conversion of the Apache and Navajo
peoples. He claimed he converted
several chiefs and he sent missionaries to
the Gila Apache and Navajo areas." But
little came of these efforts. Benavides also
wanted to expand straight south where
the backward Manso and Suma Indians
were srrateqically located straddling the
Camino Real. Soon after Benavides left
New Mexico in late 1629, his efforts at the
Piro Pueblos near present day Socorro
served as a base for efforts to convert the
Manso and Suma. These early efforts
were largely due to two Barefoot Friars
that had come to New Mexico with the
returninq custodian, Bstevan Perea, in
1629. The Barefoot Friars were members
of the autonomous, hyper-zealous order
of Discalced Franciscans, who had a
single province in New Spain, the
Province of San Diego . The two friars
were Father Antonio Arteaga and his
companion, a lay brother named Juan
Garcia de San Francisco."
Both were assigned to the Piro
Pueblos and soon ran the three missions
that were near pesent day Socorro. The
northern one, Sevilleta. is still on current
road maps near La Joya . The Socorro
mission at the Pueblo of Pilabo is thought
to have been sited at or very near the
present church. San Mi~ueI, in Socorro.
Senecu is thought to have been located
on the east side of the Rio Grande river
across from San Marcial." The two friars
labored for about ten years, with
occasional preachinq tours to the Manso
and Suma tribes which were the better
part of 200 miles further south. There
may have been other friars tha t
Sometime before 1640,
participated.
they preached to Indians in the Janos /
Casas Grandes area, south of present day
Columbus, New Mexico." But progress
was slow, as had been the case with the
Jumano. What the Franciscans had to
offer was simply not wanted. In 1639,
father Arteaga and his companion went
back to New Spain, Arteag-a to accept
leadership of all Barefoot Friars of the
San Die~o Provtnce." However, before
he left, he participated in the Sonora
effort as we shall see. Juan Garcia de San
Francisco went back to take orders and
become a full fledged priest. He then
returned to New Mexico and continued
the work, ultimately to become an
important mission leader. But it would
be many years before missions would be
established for the Manso and Suma
Indians."
When the efforts at the San Isidro
Mission started to turn sour, and the
people at the Pueblo de las Jumanas
became unfriendly to Father Letrado. he
asked to be transferred to the Zuni
Pueblos.
This transfer took place
sometime in 1631.24 As it turned out the

Zuni's were not happy with Father
Letrado either. They told him of other
tribes far to the south of Zuni. who they
called the Cipias and the Ipotlapizuas. In
fact these tribes were Opata who lived
in northern Sonora." Father Letrado
requested permission to attempt their
conversion but was refused. Instead,
Father Martin Arvide was selected.
Arvide walked to Zuni and then in early
February. 1632 started out walking south
on the old trade trail. The Zuni's picked
this time to kill Father Letrado, then
tracked down Father Arvide and killed
him also." In addition to the predictable
retaliation of Spanish soldiers against the
Zuni, these events increased Franciscan
interest in the Cipias and Ipotlapicuas.
But not by the Zuni route. Later in 1632,
Father Tomas Manso (his name has no
relationship to the Manso Tribe) had a
different plan. As the new manag-er of
the mission supply service, his interest
was both religious and commercial. In
fact. as Hendricks and Mandell have
recently detailed, the Manso family
managed to combine religion, business,
political office and even slave tradinq
into an impressive entreprenurial web on
the 17th century northern frontier; "
In late 1632 then, Father Manso.
probably with Father Arteaga's help,
revitalized an old trail to Sonora through
Suma country. This involved usinq the
ancient pass over the Sierra Madre
established by the prehistoric Paquime
complex at Cases Grandes and then used
in 1535 by Cabeza de Vaca and in 1565
when Francisco Ibarra and his army
crossed from Sonora."
This then became the route to Sonora
from either New Mexico or Parral. and
connected to the Camino Real. The first
friars other than Tomas Manso to visit the
northern Sonora area evidently did not
make the trip until 1638, at which time
our friar from the Jumano work, Juan
Salas, was the custodian. He sent a group
of four friars with Father Arteaga as
leader with an expedition that included
40 soldiers and Governor Luis Rosas
himself. Arteaqa later complained that
the governor plainly did not reqard the
expedition as an evangelical one and it is
not clear that any friars remained in
Sonora at that time ." In 1642. however,
when Father Tomas Manso was
custodian, a group of five New Mexico
friars including Juan Salas and 12 New
Mexicam citizen/soldiers made the trip.
They were recruited by the acting
governor of Sonora, Pedro Perea. While
the circumstances of the expedition were
unusual. it is well documented that
active evanqellcal work beoan in earnest.
It is also likely that other New Mexico
friars came between 1642 and 1650.30
Figure 2 is adapted from Polzer's paper
and indicates the communities in which
the friars worked . They claimed that they
baptized about 7000 people and they
apparently built at least three churches.
In one sense, these 17th century
Franciscans closed the frontier ~ap in
Sonora. That is,they were deeply
resented by the northward advancing
Jesuits who promptly and effectively
complained to authorities in Mexico City.
An agreement between the two orders
was signed in Arizpe in 1650, in which the
Franciscans agreed to limit their activities
to the small northeast corner of their
Sonora mission territory" Actually this
corner was the territory of the
Ipotlapiquas. the original qroup targeted
in 1632. However. even this arranqement
didn't last for long.
Although the
agreement was supposed to be forever
and ever, by 1652 the Jesuits somehow
convinced the Franciscan Provencial in
Mexico City ,to order all friars to go home
to New Mexico. They didn't take Juan
Salas home; he had died and was buried
at bavtspe in 1650 at the a~e of 68. He
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Franciscan mission area in Sonora.

had seen the whole story since his early
work at Isleta Pueblo. which he began in
1613. 32
What can we say in general
about these retrograde ventures? From
an evangelical viewpoint apparently
very little was accomplished and the
religious efforts seem to be almost
quixotic. It could, of course be argued
that a long term religious goal was
initiated by these early attempts. It must
also be recognized that the Franciscans
of New Spain and New Mexico openly
served the !2"oals of Spanish imperialism .
Benavides was quite frank in his
promotion of mininq and a!2"ricultural
interests for Spanish settlers. In this
context, the Franciscans opened up
opportunities in all of the areas we have
reviewed . This included commercial
ventures in the Jumano country,
haciendas
in
the
Manso/Suma
homelands and silver mining by the New
Mexican Perez Granillo family in
Sonora." Almost all Franciscan ventures
were accompanied by soldiers and the
alleged conversions were probably not
often based soley on reliqious motives.
To the Jesuits that did not make any
difference.
True chances in belief
systems could come later accordinq to
the Jesuit strategy " It seems . however.
that 1652 was the end of an expansionist
era for the Franciscans in New Mexico.
With the exception of further efforts in
the EI Paso area. they never a!2"ain
recovered their early momentum.
PK
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Paul Kramer of Los Alamos NM is a former member of the Board of Directors of the
Historical Society of New M exico. See his article entitled "Shifting Ethnic Boundries
in Colonial New Mexico: Evidence from the Ditioenciss Metrimoneles." in the
January 2000 (No. Sf) issue of La Cr6nica de Nuevo Mexico

•••
In the April 2001 issue of La Cr6nica de Nue vo M exico. the author of "King
Solomon's Mysterious Demise" was not noted. RichardMelzer, professor of history
at UNM-Valencia since 1979 . is credited with the article. Richard has written
several books including Coming of Age in the Great Depression and Ernie in the
American Southwest.

•• •

In Memorium
Jean Fisher Jordan, Albuquerque.
actress. historian and researcher with a
journalism backqround died Tuesday
November 20.2001. A long time friend
and supporter of the Historical Soci ety,
Jean was well known as a Chautaucua
performer with the New Mexico
Endowment for the Humanities. She

portrayed
several
personalities
including Queen Isabella. Sadie
Orchard and Mabel Dodge Luhan .
For 15 years. Jean was the public
affairs director for the Albuquerque
Balloon fiesta . She was a multi -talented
person with a charming personality
and will be greatly missed.
AS

•••
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University Press. 1982.pp 3- 9.31 3. For a very
readable account of the expansion of the
middle corridor of the northern frontier of
New Spain see Powell. Philip Wayn e.
Soldiers. Indians, & Silver- The Northward
Advance of New Spain. 1550-1600. Berkeley
Uni versity of California Press, 1952.
5. Habig. Marion A. "The Franciscan Pro vin ces
of Spanish North America." The Americas
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Las Cruces. New Mexico. Circa 1900
Photo courtesy of Rio Grande Historical Co/Jections . NMSU
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A Daring Robbery?
Or,

Pillaging the
Silver City Stage
by John P. Wilson

Robbing a staste in the Old West
didn't always mean that the driver
threw down the express box for the
highwaymen. or the chest with the
payroll or stold from the mines.
whereupon everybody then went their
own way. Sometimes the robbers also
souqht to unburden the passengers of
their money and valuables. with a little
.44 caliber persuasion. This miqht
become hazardous for the holdup men.
as when William Bichard. an ironhanded Indian trader ridinst a stage
westbound from Fort Yuma, stave one
of the outlaws who stopped it a shotgun
load of buckshot in the belly. The
passengers soon drove the bandi ts
away in a blazinq stun battle.' But then
again . some holdups ended with no
one being hurt. apart from the
monetary damages .
John S. Chisum was one of the
most storied cattlemen of the American
Southwest durinq the 1870's. His
immense operations stretched for more
than one hundred miles along the
Pecos River in southeastern New
Mexico. and by 1876 included a block
of unoccupied federal domain. his
Eureka Springs Stock Ranch. in the
Aravaipa Valley of southern Arizona. 2
By this time. John Chisum had become
prosperous as well as prominent. and
he no longer rode the ranee or helped
with tratlinq his herds .
Chisum's
cowboys drove 11 .000 head of cattle
west across the Rio Grande and
through Cooke's Canyon in the
summer of 1875 to supply a beef
contractor in Arizona . Fort Cummings
lay at the eastern end of the canyon
and this post had been closed in late
1873. but the newfound peace in that
part of the Southwest didn't mean .that
travelers went entirely unmolested:'
Perhaps Chisum was on the way home
from his Arizona ho ldings when three
knights of the road. as the newspapers
termed them. stopped the diligence
bearing the already-famous rancher in
Cooke's Canyon. enroute from Silver
City. The date was January 19. 1876.
Trimmed of the literary allusions that
delighted some editors and probably
puzzled their readers, the Las Cruces
paper gave this account of what
happened:
"About 3 o'clock on Wednesday
morning last. just after the diligence
had ascended the steep and ruststed hill
at the 'Divide' in the Canon celebrated
for its many Indian fisthts and massacres
in days of yore, the conductor fast
asleep in the 'Front Boot.' the
passengers. John S. Chisum of cattle
notoriety and Hon. T. Conway of Santa
Fe. snugly ensconced under their
blankets and buffalo robes dreaminq
the happy hours away. three gallant
Kniqhts of the Road made their debut
upon the stage and demanded an
interview.
The driver as in duty bound.
obeyed the summons and informed the
sleepinq passengers of the somewhat
unexpec ted nocturnal visit of the Free
Lances and their polite request 'To turn
the passengers out at once.' whereupon
Messrs. Chisum and Conway made

4

their appearance from under the
blankets. The first objects that met their
astonished gaze were the muzzles of a
shotgun. Henry rifle. and a Colt
revolver pointed directly at their
individual corpus.
Active operations beqan at once:
the 'modus operandi' was in this wise:
one of the robbers mounted the front
boot and quickly emptied its contents
on the stround . then taking a hatchet he
commenced business on the express
box. After the first blow on the lock the
conductor surrendered the key and in a
few moments some $1000 in bullion
and $150 in stold coin easily and quickly
chanced hands; an $80 pachaqe of
greenbacks fortunately escaped notice
and was saved.
In the meantime. the passengers
were not idle. Chisum had a sudden
call to the rear of the stage and the
work of transfemnq greenbacks from
his pocketbook to the inside of his
unmentionables went briskly and
rapidly on until he was politely
requested to return and be searched.
On his return. the robbers found but
$150 out of $1000 that a few moments
before had been in his pocketbook and
Chisum was mean enough to best two
dollars of that for incidental expenses
on the road. Chisum's watch escaped
the rapacious claws of the first
Interviewer. but unfortunately another
and more expert hand took the
business in charge and quick as thought
Chisum's $300 watch deserted its
owner.
Conway says he is certain the
villain knew he had a watch; for not
content with goinst through his pockets,
the fellow beqan pressing out the
creases and folds of his pants with his
hand and he presently exclaimed 'oh.'
and another $300 watch and chain had
to vamos from its hidinst place. But the
meanest and saddest part of the
business is yet to be related.
Last Wednesday morning was very cold
up in the mountains: an indispensable
article under such circumstances is a
bottle of stood whiskey. Well. there was
just one bottle of the 'crature' in that
stage. As soon as it was discovered by
the robbers. Chisum Iearinq the worst,
proposed a drink all around. His
request was at once complied with ; all
took a drink .
When the staste people were told to
replace their baststaste on the stage, C.
asked for his bottle and was politely
informed that he could not have it.
This was too much; he did not care a
continental for his money or watch but
that whiskey; who could blame him?
The unfeeling wretches would not heed
his affectionate appeal and as a 'dernler
resort,' he proposed a drink all around
before they parted. which was acceded
to and he parted with his bottle a
sadder if not a wiser man" - Rio Grande

Notes:
November 11 .
1869, p. 2; November 18. 1869. p. 2.
2. Harwood R Hinton. Jr.. "Jo hn
Simpson Chisum . 1877-84." New
Mexico Historical Review, 31 (1956). pp .
177-205. John P Wilson. Islands in the
Desert (Albuquerque. University of New
Mexico Press; 1995). p. 188.
1. The San Diego Union ,

3. Donald Howard Couchman. Cooke's
Peak - Pasaroti Por Aqui (New Mexico
Bureau of Land Manaqernent, Cultural
Resources Series No.7; 1990), p. 195.
4.

The

Republican

Review

(Albuquerque, NM). January 26. 1876, p.
2. reprinted from Eco del Rio Grande
(Las Cruces. NM) . probably the January
22.1876 issue. A dilistence was a
staqecoach. -- John R Wilson

Early in his career. John R Wilson worked for the Museum of New ~exico in S.anta
Fe. After ten years, he relocated to Las Cruces where he has ~ad hI~ 0:vn business
as a consultant for archeological and historical research. During this time. he has
written several books and numerous articles.
His most recent books are When
the Texans Came (UNM Press, 2000) and The Civil War in New Mexico which he coedited with Jerry Thompson (Texas Western Press, 2001).

"TO GET THE JOB DONE"
EMPLOYING PRISONERS OF WAR IN NEW MEXICO
AGRICULTURE DURING WORLD WAR IT

eco:

The Eco del Rio Grande survives as
a half-dozen complete issues and
scattered reprint articles, like this one,
from the 31;2 year run (1874-1878) of
what must have been an interesting
weekly. In 1878 its talented if unsung
editor, Lawrence Lapoint, apparently
deserted journalism to run a saloon,
where supposedly Billy the Kid dealt
monte for awhile. Whatever else may
have been lost to history. these tidbits
survive to add one more window into a
time when southern New Mexico and
Arizona were still part of the frontier.
JPW
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